
Asset encroachment risk 
assessment methodology: 
guidance document
Our risk assessment methodology is used to determine whether proposed development poses low, medium 
or high risk to Anglian Water assets; it has three steps.

Firstly the size of the treatment works and its distance from the proposed development are cross referenced 
on Table 1 below and a score is attributed dependant on the associated risks. This has been worked out using 
the maximum distances reached for an odour footprint of 1.5ouEm³ - the odour concentration advised in the 
Environment Agency’s H4 Guidance for assessing odour risk from treatment works.

For the purpose of this guidance document, the scores used within the methodology have been replaced 
with a visual scoring system of;

Table 1. Risk assessment methodology

Green = Low risk Amber = Medium risk Red = High risk

Population served 
by STW (PE)

STW 
Category Distance of proposed development from STW (metres)

50 100 150 200 250 300 400

0 - 1,000 1

1,001 - 2,500 2

2,501 - 5,000 3

5,001 - 10,000 4

10,001 - 50,000 5

50,001 - 100,000 6

>100,001 7



Secondly the score may be adjusted using the criteria below:

• If the STW handles primary sludge (overall score may be increased)
•  If there are permanent odour control measures at the inlet works or within sludge treatment (overall score may 

be decreased)

The final stage is to look up the final score on Table 2 below. This recommends the next steps to take in advising 
potential developers and planners to inform planning decisions.

If the score falls within the medium to high risk category, the following factors would need to be considered 
before confirming the potential risk posed.

1. What is the planning status of the land?

2. What is the history of complaints at the particular treatment works?

3. How many properties are currently the same distance or less from the works as the proposed development?

4. What is the nature of proposed development?

Anglian Water is committed to enabling development whilst protecting our ability to operate effectively for our 
current and future customers. This guidance document seeks to outline the process we follow in determining 
encroachment risks of development proposed near our Sewage Treatment Works. We encourage early 
engagement particularly on encroachment issues and recommend discussion before submitting a planning 
application. We provide a pre-planning service anglianwater.co.uk/developers/planning-services specifically to 
inform the planning process, this service includes our asset encroachment risk assessment. 

Table 2. Risk assessment methodology outcomes

Risk Outcome

Low risk There is a low risk of loss of amenity to development. 

Medium risk
There is a risk that odour may be a significant issue for the development and that 
Anglian Water may be adversely impacted by the site if developed. Further information 
should be requested regarding the proposed development and surrounding area.

High risk
There is a high risk of loss of amenity posed to the development and may impact on 
Anglian Water’s ability to operate. Further investigation is required regarding the 
proposed development and the surrounding area.

https://www.anglianwater.co.uk/developing/planning--capacity/planning-services/

